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By Neha Bhatt and Michael Ryan 
 
Water conservation is an important part of any sustainability vision, 
and it is all the more crucial in a place like Tucson, AZ. Potable water 
is water that is safe to drink. Gray water is non-toxic wastewater 
water from faucets, showers, bathtubs and clothes washers.  Black 
water is contaminated water that must be treated coming from 
sources like dishwashers and kitchen and laundry sinks.  To reduce 
the use of potable water, Tucson passed an ordinance in 2008 
requiring all new single family and duplex residential constructions to 
separate gray water drainage pipes from black water drainage to 
allow the safe re-use of gray water in yard and garden irrigation.  
 
The ordinance aims to make it easier for homeowners to choose to 
install a gray water recycling system, which can substantially reduce 
the monthly water bill and save precious potable water. In a typical Tucson home, about one-third 
of household wastewater can be re-used for landscape plants and trees, according to city’s Gray 
Water Information Guide. This is enough to take care of nearly half the property’s landscape 
watering needs, and annually it can save 13,000 gallons of potable water per household.  
 
Tucson also offers incentives directly to homeowners. Rebates for half the materials and installation 
costs (up to $1,000) are available for retrofitting existing homes, as well as, connecting new homes 
to gray water irrigation systems. To qualify for the rebate, homeowners must attend a workshop to 
learn about gray water recycling. Since 2011, there have been 32 rebates given, including ten in 
2014 resulting from 99 citizens attending six workshops. Irrigation systems range in cost from less 
than $100 dollars for a single appliance or faucet retrofit to a few thousand dollars for a more 
complex whole house system, according to the City of Tucson.  
 
Tucson’s gray water ordinance: 
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/agdocs/20080923/sept23-08-527a.pdf 
 
Tucson’s rebate program: http://water.tucsonaz.gov/water/gray-water   
 
Tucson’s public education video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L64TItiIMrw&list=PLQC0W-
m5zhu05mu1dpgFlR7BwPg3PkWTS&index=7 
 
Tucson’s Residential Gray Water Information Guide: 
http://water.tucsonaz.gov/files/water/docs/GrayW_Info_Guide_6-11.pdf 
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