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The City of Carlisle continues to work on walkability issues raised during the audit in September 2013. 
We want to make sure as many people know about the audit report as possible, so they are prepared 
for the changes that will be instituted as a result of the report. Mayor Randleman presented the report 
to the Carlisle Library Board on April 3rd and to the Carlisle Planning and Zoning Commission on April 
23rd.  She also included it in a presentation to the Carlisle Chamber of Commerce on February 
11.  Finally, she is also including it in a panel presentation for the Smart Growth America Local Leaders 
Policy Forum on Monday, June 16. Mayor Randleman plans to present the report findings to several 
groups  
 
Of the many items that we considered improving , we want to concentrate on the visibility of 5th Street 
and School Street Intersection. The main reason for this is that many of the elementary students cross at 
this intersection to get to school. We realize that being a small city, we do not have a very large budget 
to do major improvements. So we decided to look at what we could do to improve the visibility without 
spending money the city didn’t have. One of the options is shown below with the intersection painted a 
different color than the rest of the street, improve the crosswalks with ramps at the corners and then 
paint the school logo in the center. We feel this will draw attention to the intersection by drivers causing 
them to heed the intersection and slow down when approaching. We did paint a crosswalk on 5th Street 
closer to our main highway and will look at improving the visibility there by painting vertical lines on the 
crosswalk. 

 
 
We have had discussion on improvements to pedestrian crossings on Highway 5 and how to improve the 
traffic flow at the elementary school on 5th Street from the highway. We are continuing to ask the Iowa  
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Department of Transportation (IDOT) to continue to consider round-a-bouts at major intersections. We 
have requested from the IODT that a Traffic Engineering Assistance Program (TEAP) study be started on 
the highway, and that is currently underway with the main focus on the highway intersections at Scotch 
Ridge Road, which leads to the middle school and where much of the commercial development has 
taken plan, and 5th Street. We have already taken the step of asking the IDOT to reduce the speed on 
Highway 5 to 30 MPH in the school zone during school hours, which they have done. We have also 
submitted the improvements to the highway and the intersections at Scotch Ridge Road and 5th Street 
on the Long-Range Transportation Plan of the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization. 
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