City of Carlisle
Walkability Audit

First Report

Due: January 18, 2014

Before receiving the Walkability Audit Report, the City of Carlisle worked with the lowa Department of
Transportation to reduce the speed on Highway 5 in the school zone before and after the beginning of
the school day. The speed was reduced from 35 to 30 miles per hour. The school zone was also
extended beyond the Scotch Ridge Road intersection to include the crossing for the Middle School
students. The City of Carlisle also established a safety crosswalk on South 5th Street for elementary
students to safely get to and from school.

The City of Carlisle received the final Walkability Audit report on December 18, 2013. That same day a
small taskforce of Carlisle stakeholders gathered to discuss the next steps. The highest interest was a
redesign of Highway 5 with several roundabouts to allow traffic to flow more smoothly through Carlisle,
while allowing pedestrians to cross the 4-lane highway safely. A rough draft design of the roundabout
system was drawn by the city’s engineer, Jeff Schug of McClure Engineering. The taskforce has decided
to meet again on January 22, 2014 at 10:00 AM.

On Tuesday, January 7, 2014; Mayor Randleman delivered a full copy of the report to the statewide
Bicycle/Pedestrian Long-Range Plan Committee with the lowa Department of Transportation. The
committee participants were very interested in the report and are considering using the Highway 5
connectivity issue as a potential future case study.

A subcommittee of the walkability taskforce consisting of Police Chief Doll, School Superintendent
Amos, City Administrator Lent, and Public Works Director Obraza met to discuss the situation of traffic
during school drop-off and pick-up on 5th Street near the elementary school. A dangerous situation has
developed in this location with cars parked along the street in the morning to where they extend onto
Highway 5. This has created a very dangerous situation for cars and pedestrians particularly in the
morning. This subcommittee is looking into options such as switching the school buses to park along 5th
Street in the morning and personal cars parking and dropping off kids in the school parking lot. This will
increase the safety for the children who not only get dropped off, but also those walking to school. The
subcommittee reported its discussion to the entire taskforce on December 18.

Mayor Randleman also attended the Sustainable Communities Leadership Academy in Salt Lake City,
Utah on Monday, January 13, 2014, as part of a five-member team for training in the HUD-funded
Regional Sustainability Plan (the Tomorrow Plan) implementation. She will be chairing the Des Moines
area Transportation Plan. During the Academy, she received information and contact resources in
regards to assistance with state level with issues such as the proposed Highway 5 project.



