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Transportation policy historically 
focused on mobility . . . 
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But now we know that transportation is 
about accessibility – just like great cities! 
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Connected Communities: Great 
cities need great access 

Connected 
Communities are 

places where 
residents have access 
to affordable housing 
and can safely and 
conveniently meet 

their daily needs on 
foot, bicycle and 

public transit, as well 
as in a car. 



What a “connected community” looks 
like:  The Syracuse Connective Corridor 
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• A region of connected communities 
includes pedestrian- and bike-friendly 
neighborhoods connected to each 
other by transit 

• Within neighborhoods, residents and 
visitors can easily walk or bike to key 
destinations, requiring 

•  “Walkability” 

•  Destinations and amenities 

• Because every neighborhood cannot 
contain everything people need, these 
neighborhoods need to be connected 
to each other & to key regional 
destinations like employment centers 

 

Who wouldn’t want to live in 
‘connected community ? 



One key to connected communities is: 
Creating short trips 
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Another key to connected communities 
is great transit 

Zero 
Vehicle 

9% 

Fewer 
Vehicles 

Than 
Workers 

12% 

As Many 
or More 
Vehicles  

Than 
Workers 

79% 

General Population 

Zero 
Vehicle 

24% 

Fewer 
Vehicles 

Than 
Workers 

19% 

As 
Many or 

More 
Vehicles 

As 
Workers 

57% 

Transit User Population 

Source: Dukakis Center analysis of  

Massachusetts Household Travel Survey data 
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In the last ten years, the MBTA has sold 
or leased rights for 50+ TOD projects 

• 10 million sf of development 

• 5,000+ housing units 

 

Transit-Oriented Development is one 
way to create connected communities 



Open for Business – Projects in Development 

• Aggressive efforts are underway (“Open for Business” program) to enable 
dense, mixed-use development on MBTA land near transit 

• 13 projects in design or permitting  

• Kneeland Street at South Station,  

John Hancock Garage at Back Bay,  

Parcel 25 in Mission Hill,  

Newburyport Station,… 

• 2.7 million gross square feet  

• commercial development 

• 3,233 residential units, 685 affordable 

• 5 projects planned for 2016-2020  

• 220,000 sq ft commercial space,  

2,000 residential units, 374 affordable 



Open for Business – Newburyport Station 

• Minco Corporation 

• Sale of 11 acre surplus parcel 
adjacent to Newburyport 
commuter rail station.  

• Planned 120 residential units 
which 25 are affordable  

• Project currently in 
planning/permitting process 
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