To: Smart Growth America

From: Elliott Barnett, Land Use Planner

RE: 2012 SGA Technical Assistance Progress Report
Date: May 2, 2013

OVERVIEW:

On April 5% 2012 the City conducted a workshop to apply the LEED-ND rating system to the
South Downtown Subarea and the MLK Neighborhood Subarea. This hands-on workshop
produced informal sustainability "scorecards" for each subarea. The Community and Economic
Development Department (CEDD) gathered about 20 staff and community members with a
range of technical expertise, for two half-day workshops facilitated by nationally recognized
LEED-ND expert Eliot Allen, Principal, Criterion Planners Inc. The event was made possible by
free technical assistance from Smart Growth America (SGA) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

The workshop participants completed preliminary LEED-ND scorecards for both subareas, and
scored both as “Gold” (the second highest rating). Both subareas have infrastructure,
development patterns, location, public institutions and other assets that make them score well
on the ND scorecard. In addition, the City and region have committed to a range of
sustainability-related initiatives, some specific to these subareas, that also contribute to the
strong showing. The preliminary LEED-ND “Gold” score shows that these areas are among the
most sustainable locations for development in the region, and reaffirms the reasons for and
significance of the subarea planning efforts.

A summary of background, the workshop discussion, potential next steps were provided to SGA
with our first progress report.

NEXT STEPS:
Since the Technical Workshop, work has continued to develop and implement actions identified
at the workshop.

The workshop participants reached consensus that the following actions should be taken:
e Report out on results
o Inform the Senior Management Team of the workshop outcomes to raise
awareness of opportunities to promote sustainability through the subarea
plans and other efforts
o Carry sustainability message to the City Council and the public
o Communicate the intrinsic value of these neighborhoods
* Incorporate sustainability as a key policy direction in the subarea plans
o Provide this summary to key plan stakeholders
o Consider LEED-ND criteria for inclusion in the plans
* Disseminate sustainability as core principle within the City of Tacoma
o Identify a staff champion




o Develop a multi-disciplinary team
e (Consider opportunities to improve scores
o Engage with Tacoma Public Utilities regarding the Water Conservation
prerequisite, which needs to be met in order to consider official LEED-ND
certification
o There are multiple policy initiatives that could make the areas more
sustainable
e (Consider options for how to utilize LEED-ND
These subareas score very well—LEED-ND certification could be a real option.
In addition, there is a range of other options for utilizing the system (more detail
is provided in the attached Criterion Planners memorandum):

* Use the ND scorecard for informal input to the subarea planning process
* Re-apply the ND scorecard at the preliminary draft plan stage

* Re-apply the ND scorecard at the conclusion of the plan process

* Seek certification of the subarea plans

* Assist developers in certifying projects within the subareas

* Consider applying LEED-ND criteria to other planning processes

PROGRESS ON IDENTIFIED ACTIONS:
The exercises identified a broad range of actions, many of which will take place over a longer
period. However, significant progress continues to be made, including the following:

* The MLK Neighborhood and South Downtown Subarea Plans have now been finalized
and approved by the City Council. These plans incorporate sustainability as a core
principle.

* The City has obtained funding for an additional subarea plan for the Northern portion of
Downtown.

* Staff provided the City Council with an update on our strong assessment for the two
subareas as Gold or Platinum under the LEED-ND system.

* The Office of Sustainability, Environmental Services, Planning and Development Services
and many other departments continue to work on multiple fronts to incorporate
sustainability as a core principle. The City Council continues to make this a priority.

* We continue to do code updates to implement sustainability, including allowing poultry
to be kept on residential lots; Low Impact Development code audits; Complete Streets
code and policy; landscaping code updates for urban forestry goals; and other efforts.

* Though we have not implemented LEED-ND system, we have pursued Green Roads
certification for several transportation projects.

Thanks are due to SGA for facilitating our efforts.



